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(CONFIDENTIAL) wicks ‘om 40 of 1876.] 
REPORT ON N ATIVE PAPERS 


FoR 


The Week ending the 2nd October 1875, 


‘Toe Sddhérent, of the 19th September, . gratified at the 
m 


recent minute of the n on the 


tional number of colleges h schools in Bengal. It is earnestly ho 
that the wealthy — the et 


o classes will most cheerfully respond to 
Honor's call to further his proposals by their contributions. It is 
that it would be better if the high school, proposed to be established 9 
Ranchi, were set * at Nagpore; the Duff's school at the former place being 
successful and well attended institution. In connection with the 47 & 
establishment of hostels for the benefit of the students, it is to be observed 
that, not only those that attend Government coll and schools, but se 
those attending private institutions, should be allo owed to take up lodgi 
there. Otherwise these boarding-houses and expensive institutions 


continue to be unoccupied, like the one at Hooghly, where the pupils of 


the Hooghly College alone are permitted to remain. The attention of Mr. 


Woodrew, the new Director of Public Instruction, who has considerable 


experience of native character, is directed to this last remark. 


2. In a lengthy editorial headed “ Parliament in the olden time ond 


at the present day a the same paper says:—We have no direct concern 
with the British 8 Whether the Radicals or the Conservatives be 


in power, we are equally miserable. Those who rejoiced when the latter came 


into power, and who expected much good to India, have now clearly 


ae their mistake. India groans under the burden of taxation ; but the 

edo not enjoy benefits adequate to what they The British power 
ndia ignores most of the rights which rightly coh te naturally belong to the 
children of the soil. In the administration of justice, distinctions of creed 
and color have a prominent place. We have ceased to expect that the 


indifference of the Indian authorities to the reasonable prayers of the 


natives will be any longer a subject of discussion in Parliament. We 


might have entertained such a hope if the British Government had been 
the same as before. In the days of the old John Company, among other 


.sources of happiness, we had this advantage,—that the system and results of 


the administrations of retired Governors-General were discussed in Parliament. 


As matters now stand, power may be, and often is, abused in India, while 
peastiqally theme is no osocantability om, the of Viceroys. This bas been 
the case since the country came under the di 1 the Queen. 


It would be well for the country, if the Viceroys wers made responsible to a 
Commission in England for their administration in India. 


3. The Hinds Ranjikd, of the 22nd September, fears that the visit of 
the Prince of Wales, instead of ay eee ee © this country, 
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who are eagerly longing to see him, will, in the end, be productive of injuri- 
ous consequences. The Prince, while here, will be surrounded by only a 
chosen body of Government Officials and the native nobility, who will all 
appear in brilliant colors, and seek to make things pleasant and agreeable to 
him. The mass of the people will have no opportunity of seeing or laying 
before him their wants and grievances ; and so His Royal Highness will carry 
with him to England an erroneous impression regarding the wealth and 
happiness of the natives under British rule. 


4. The same paper thanks the Lieutenant-Governor for his minute on 
the proposed establishment of colleges, high schools, and hostels in Bengal ; 
and hopes that these measures will immensely benefit the country. 


5. Adverting to the approaching visit of the Prince of Wales, the 
Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 23rd September, exhorts his countrymen not 
to miss this opportunity of representing to him their wants and grievances. 
In their eagerness to enjoy the festivities consèquent on the visit, they should 
not forget the misfortunes of their country. Those that would give them- 
selves up to pleasure while the miseries of India remained patent before 
them,—those that would rejoice to see the Prince, while thousands of 
natives are daily ruined on all sides,—and those that would, in abso- 
lute forgetfulness of the rigors of the Criminal Procedure Code, the cruel 
discipline in the jails, the degradation of the Hindu race, the extinction of 
noble families, and the poverty of the country, seek to produce an 
erroneous impression in the mind of the Prince regarding the happiness of 
natives,—would not only be guilty of deception, but of treachery and every 
other form of evil that has ever disgraced humanity. God forbid that the 
Hindu race should ever act so. a 3 


6. The same paper, in a lengthy editorial, dwells on the slow but 
sure advance of Russia in Central Asia, and the inactivity of England, 
which has of late years grown extremely averse to war. The fate of India 
depends entirely on the attitude which the Amir of Afghanisthan may 
choose to assume towards Russia and England. The best policy. that the 
latter can adopt under the circumstances is to conciliate the natives, and 
to keep them in good humour. 


7. Referring to the suggestions of the Pioneer, Englishman, and other 
Anglo-Indian journals, on the advisability of allowing a lower scale of pay to 
the natives, who may henceforth be appointed to the civil service under the 
new rules, the Hducation Gazette, of the 24th September, remarks that if a 
reduction of pay be really found necessary, it should affect both Europeans 
and natives aliké; a European should not be allowed a salary higher 
than what is received by a native for doing precisely the same duties. 
Moreover, it is a well known fact that the amount of the salary is an index 
to the dignity of the post. | | 


8. In commenting on the minute of the Lieutenant-Governor on the 
schools and colleges of Bengal, the Bharat Sangskdarak, of the 24th Sep- 
tember, is gratified to find that Sir Richard Temple has adopted a broader 
and more Liberal policy of administration than his predecessor, who was able 
to realize the importance of only one subject at a time, te the prejudice of 
others equally important. Thus, in his eagerness to benefit the tenantry, he 
sought to ruin the zemindars; from his partiality to the executive, to dis- 
parage the judicial branch of Government; and in his fondness for mass 
education,” to trample under foot the interests of high education, Sir 
Richard Temple, however, seeks, to the best of his power, to attend equally to 
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“these oppressions also are due the recent disturbances at Puna. 


ä 


i all subjects, and do justioe to them. He has given 2 great impetus to the 


ene of high education, and of education in general, by his minntes on the 
subject, and the courteous treatment accorded 30 native authors. 


9. A correspondent of the same paper complains that the inhabitants zz dan, 
of villages under Rayna, Kotulpore, Goghat, and some other thanas, in the ™%. 


sub-division of Jehanabad, are obliged to proceed a long distance, of about 
30 miles, to institute their law suits at head-quarters. There are not 
roads in this part of the country; and at Jehanabad proper accommo- 
ation cannot always be found for the large number of men, who resort to 
it for purposes of litigation or other business. Government is therefore 
besought to establish a sub-division at Rayna, which occupies a more central 
position ; or to .or an Honorary Magistrate to this place for .the benefit 
of the people. It is also noted with regret that Jämnä, a village which is 
only one’ mile distant from Burdwan, is placed under the jurisdiction of 
Jehanabad; and that its inhabitants are required to travel a distance of 30 


miles, when they might, by a simple arrangement, be relieved of all this 


inconvenience. : | 
10. After highly commending the administrative measures of Sir gun 


Richard Temple, who is day by day becoming increasing] ular with the seins, 
subjects by his intelligence and wisdom, the Grdmbdrid Prokéoikd, of the oe 
25th September, directs His Honor's attention to the abuses in the Police 

Department, and the need of introducing a complete reform. The police is 

oppressive, n and corrupt; but no heed has yet been paid to the 

loud complaints of the public against it. The only way, effectively to reform 

the abuses in this department, is to appoint to it a large number of honest 

and educated men. : 


11. The Hinds Hetotshini, of the 25th September, laments the decline Bu Brromam, 
in the study and practice of Hindu medicine, which, besides being cheap, is *™ 1875. 
suited to the natives of this country. The-allopathic treatment, on the other 
hand, is expensive; and, though efficient in many cases, is not quite agree- 


able to the native constitution. 


12. The Dacca Prakash, of the 26th September, asks Government, in Dacca Prsxass, 


~ connection with police circulars, to see that they are always followed; for it “mr? 1675. 


is to be regretted that they often become a dead-letter. Thus, there are 
several subordinate police officers at Dacca who possess lands in the same 

lace, though it has been expressly laid down that police officers must not 
— property in the stations to which they are appointed. 


13. The same paper is = to find that the disputes between the Doo Pasxass. 
zemindar and the ryots in North Shabazpore, which were referred to 
arbitration, have at last been amicably settled by the arbitrator, Babu 
Wopendra Nath Mitter. It is now seen that the zemindar was in the right. 
This just decision will, it is hoped, very effectually put a stop to agrarian 
14. The Sddhdrand, of the 26th September, notices with gratification _ fir, 

that Sir Richard Temple has determined to use means for regularly supplying 
official information to the newspapers. By this measure he has made him- 
self entitled to the gratitude of the public. 
135. The oppressions of the zemindars alone, says the Som Prakdsh, of en “ 
the 27th . do not bring about agrarian disturbances. In be 
oppressions of the mahajuns is found another cause. It is the rapacity of 

e latter which exasperates the ryots, already reduced to poverty. To 
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16. The same strongly impresses on Government the injustice 
and the sinful N N — derived from opium, and thinks that 
the monopoly in the drug should be altogether given up. To recoup itself 
for the loss, instead of imposing any fresh tax, steps should be taken to 
curtail the extravagant expenditure of Government on the civil and the 
military services. In the former, competent natives may be employed 
with great advantage. | | 


17. The same paper would like to see a native appointed Vice- 
Chairman to the Calcutta Municipality. It is not proper, since the md 
of the rate-payers are natives, that both the Chairman and the Vice- 
Chairman 5 be Europeans. The native interests should be properly 
represented. 


18. Referring to the observations of the Fugliabman on the advisa- 
bility of allowing the new native members of the Civil Service a smaller salary 
than what is given to the European members, the same paper remarks that 
Government should not have two rates of salary for the same post, for that 
would interfere with its dignity. A large number of grades should be 
introduced into the service, and opportunities of promotion made more 
frequent. No complaints will arise in this way. 


19. The same paper asks Government to establish the proposed hostels 
in connection with the colleges and schools as soon as practicable. But the 
hours of work in the educational institutions should be changed, as indicated 
in an article in the last issue of this paper; otherwise very little good will 
— — the measure. The health of the pupils should be first 
consulted. 


20. The Sahachar, of the 27th September, regrets to notice that 
the vernacular newspapers are not to have any share in the benefit of the 
arrangement, made by Sir Richard Temple, for supplying official information 
to the Press. They are frequently charged with mispresenting public measures 
from ignorance of the real facts; and Government can easily remove this 


reproach under which they labor. It is hoped that Sir Richard Temple will 
reconsider the matter. | . 


21. The same paper asks Government to transfer the Subordinate 
Judges as frequently as Munsiffs ; as some of them, possessing influence in high 
quarters, manage to remain in one place for many years. 7 


22. The same paper suggests that a competent native Deputy Magis- 
trate should be appointed as the Vice-Chairman to the Calcutta Manic ity. 
Neither Mr. Roberts, who is strong in opposition, nor Babu Gour Das ‘ 
about whom many unpleasant things have been said, is fit for the post. 


23. An anonymous correspondent, writing from Dacca, under date the 
21st September, complains of the great increase of robbers in that city, through 
fear of whom the inhabitants cannot enjoy the least security or repose ; 
police officers here seem to have all their time taken up in drill, parades, and 
writing diaries. More than half of the police constables remain in the lines, 
and the rest are delegated to watch and guard the treasury, the criminal 
courts, and the various sections. Of the chowkidars employed by the muni- 
cipality, none are to be seen in the lanes or bye-ways, but all on the main 
streets; what, then, is the use of such a police to the inhabitants, when | 
dacoits and budmashes can rove about without dread or fear; and why does 
Government take the trouble of wasting so much money after the pay of these 
police officers ? especially as, since the re-organization of the pollen and the 
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introduction of the new system, no robbers have been detected or traced, nor 
has any marderer been found out; thousands of robberies have occurred and 
no fewer murders, and these too seem to be on the increase. In conclusion, 
the correspondent recommends that the police constables, staying in the lines, 
be directed to patrol the lanes, and that each police section or station officer 
be held responsible and accountable for the budmashes in his beat, with 
threats of report or degradation in rank on failure of doing his duty ; whilst 
the hope of promotion might be held out to those who proved to be 


energetic and painstaking in the performance of their duties. 
BenGaLt Tramstator’s OFFioe, _ JOHN ROBINSON, ~ 
The 2nd October 1875. Government Bengali Translator. 


List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending the 
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